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Who is the best storyteller you have ever known and what made them a great 
storyteller?


You may not feel like you are a great storyteller but we all have that favorite story to 
share. What is your favorite story to tell whenever the situation presents itself?


This morning we got to look at how Paul handled his roman imprisonment. He could 
have handled it totally different and could have allowed his circumstances to hinder his 
message. Instead, he chose joy and as a result many were able to hear the message of 
the Gospel. So this week it’s important for us to remember that even our challenging 
circumstances are part of God’s greater plan for the spread of the gospel.


Read Philippians 1:12-14. 
Paul was in prison but joyful. What difficult circumstance are you dealing with today? 
What’s your attitude toward this situation?


Why does it matter how Christians act in trying situations?


Paul noted that everyone who had been around him knew he was in prison because of 
his faith in Jesus. How well-known is your commitment to Christ to those with whom 
you associate daily? How can you tell?


Have you ever been in a situation that you knew God was using to spread the gospel? 
If so, describe that experience.


Paul openly declared that his imprisonment was in the cause of Christ. He had been 
arrested and confined because he was a follower of Christ who proclaimed Jesus as 
the Messiah and Savior. Paul had committed no crime; he was not a political prisoner. 
Paul’s upbeat attitude and his consistent witness in his imprisonment gave most of his 
brothers (fellow Christians) in Rome confidence and inspired many to boldly speak 
about the message of God’s saving grace in Christ.


Who encourages you by the way they live for Christ? Describe a time when, like the 
Roman believers, someone else’s struggle or suffering emboldened you to share the 
gospel.




Read Philippians 1:15-18. 
In verse 14, Paul pointed out that his courage under chains gave others the confidence 
and boldness to share the Gospel, but Paul was also aware that some were taking 
advantage of his imprisonment to further their reputations as preachers.


Based on these verses, what negative result did Paul’s situation have on others in the 
church?


For what reasons, good and bad, did Paul say people were motivated to proclaim the 
Gospel? What motivates you most strongly to share the Gospel?


How can we transition doing good things into doing Gospel things?


Why do our motives for spreading the Gospel matter?


According to verse 18, what was Paul’s response to the various Gospel proclamations 
taking place, regardless of the motive?


Both groups Paul mentioned were preaching Christ. The only difference was their 
motives for doing so. Nevertheless, Paul rejoiced because the message of Christ was 
being proclaimed. Such rejoicing, however, doesn’t mean that Paul approved wrong 
motives. But what mattered most to Paul was that the good news was being spread. 
Even when Christ was proclaimed from impure or mixed motives, the Gospel had

inherent power to be effective. This truth gave Paul great joy.


We see in this section of verses just how important the spreading of the Gospel was to 
Paul (and should be for us). The things we encounter in this life should never have 
power over us. Our circumstances either good or bad should propel us to spread the 
Gospel. We each have that favorite story to tell, what if that favorite story was the 
Gospel? Seek out every opportunity to make Christ known!


PRAYER


Close with a prayer of encouragement for your group, challenging them to pursue 
boldness this week. Thank God for the examples of Paul and others who show us how 
to make the advancement of the gospel a top priority in our lives.


